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How does differentiation occur? 

Teachers provide differentiation through process, product, and content. 
This process should be seamless and your child may not be aware that it 
is happening.



Components of Differentiation 
● Content

○ What students will learn
○ Differentiated by determining current understanding of 

concepts/ skills being taught and adapting curriculum for 
readiness

○ Teachers use ongoing assessments (formal and informal) to 
determine readiness

● Process
○ How students will learn
○ What are the best instructional strategies to ensure student 

learning?
● Product

○ How students demonstrate their learning



Content
Examples of how teachers determine the content that is best for your 
child:

● formal assessments 
○ pre-assessments 

● informal assessments
○ exit tickets
○ conversations
○ teacher observation
○ writing
○ classwork



Process

Teachers determine the best process to use to help 
your child learn the content/ concepts in the course:





Advanced-Content Resources

■ William and Mary 
Literature Units

■ Socratic Seminar 
■ Jacob’s Ladder Reading 

Comprehension Program
■ Schoolwide Enrichment 

Model-Reading (SEM-R) 
Framework

■ Experimental Design
■ William and Mary 

Problem-Based Science 
Units

■ William and Mary Social 
Studies Units

■ The DBQ Project
■ Primary Source 

Documents (Library of 
Congress)



Product

This can also be differentiated depending on the 
information the teacher is trying to assess. It can 
appear as:
● tiered assignments
● performance based task assessment



Math 
Differentiation



Math Differentiation
- Collaborative Pairs/ 

Accountable 
Conversations

- Error Analysis
- Multi-Modal Learning 

- Manipulatives, 
Models, Visual 
Supports, etc.

- Tiered Stations

- Real World Application
- Inquiry Based 

Assignments
- Cross-Curricular 

Activities
- Flexible groupings

- Ability and choice
- Project-Based Learning 

Opportunities





English
Differentiation



English Differentiation and Extension
Process

❑ Flexible grouping 
❑ Leveled texts
❑ Small group extensions
❑ Station work
❑ Conferring and direct 

feedback
❑ Reading selection

Product

❑ Tiered assignments
❑ Choice of project product
❑ Offering extension



Tiered Assignments





Process

Grouping by Ability/ Interest Choice/Leveled Texts



Process: Menu Choice Boards

❑ Connect to content 
taught

❑ Students have 
choice to strengthen 
understanding or 
extend it



Product: Choice



Social Studies
Differentiation



Social Studies Differentiation

• Differentiated Learning 
Menus

• Flexible grouping strategies
• Spiraled questioning
• Experiential learning
• Socratic Seminars
• Leveled readings

• Document Based 
Questions

• Simulations and debate
• Primary source analysis
• Performance assessment 

tasks
• School wide opportunities



Process: debate, stations







Science
Differentiation



WMS Science Fair
    

Regional Science 
Fair

VJAS



Science Differentiation
Pre-Assessments
- determine student readiness

Planning
- grade level teachers meet twice a week, discuss ways to provide 

challenging experiences and extend our curriculum
Flexible Grouping
- students work with a variety of peers (student-choice groupings or 

teacher-choice groupings)
Choices
- provide a variety of choice formats to appeal to students’ interests



SCIENCE in the 
CLASSROOM

In 6th grade, we are developing the foundation for lab skills to 
be used in 

7th and 8th grade.

Hands-on Experiences & Voice and Choice in the 
Classroom



SCIENCE in the 
CLASSROOM

Anchors and Projects



SCIENCE in the CLASSROOM
In 8th grade, we are applying the lab 

skills they mastered in 6th and 7th grade 
Voice and Choice in the Classroom

Density Bottles 
Lab

Freezing/Melting 
Point Lab

Density Lab
States of 
Matter 
Project



SCIENCE 
in the 

CLASSROOM
Using “Probeware” to 

calculate the pH Level of 
liquids

Solubility Lab 



FAQs



● Where can I find extension opportunities for my child? 
○ Teachers offer extensions for their content area on their Canvas 

homepages.

Social Studies

English

○ Check out the opportunities in our Monthly Newsletter and the 
Parent Enrichment and Resources for Challenge pages on our 
gifted services website.

Common Questions: Differentiation

https://williamsburg.apsva.us/newsletter-current-monthly-opportunities-and-resources/
https://williamsburg.apsva.us/resources/


● My child has not been choosing to participate in optional 
activities (such as extensions), can the teacher force them to 
do this?
○ These opportunities are optional, so teachers do not 

require/ grade extensions.
○ It might be helpful if you had a family discussion about 

optional work and discuss goals that a child may have. 
Start with optional activities that peak their interest.

○ Have your child talk to the teacher about what is 
available to them if they feel they need more challenge. 
 

Common Questions: Differentiation



Common Questions: Differentiation
● Where can I find the Differentiation Report?

○ This report comes out quarterly (after report 
cards post, so soon!)

○ Notifications sent out in a WMS School Talk, 
PTA Newsletter. It can be found on our 
Differentiation Reports page on our WMS 
website.

○ Look for it! :) It contains the strategies our 
wonderful staff has used to provide the 
challenge your child needs.


