
Questions for Distance Learners 
  
Why are all tests for Distance Learners being administered on Mondays? 
                Mondays was the only day that transportation could be offered for Distance Learners.    
  
Can my child take the SOL at home?  
                No, all SOLs must be taken in person. 
  
*Can students use a personal device or an APS issued MacBook? 
                No, students must use an APS issued iPad because it runs the system where the SOLs are housed. 
  
How will SOLs be administered in person for distance learners? 

Students will have to complete the Qualtrics screener, which is sent to parents either via text or email.  Upon 
arriving to WMS, students will show a staff member their green check mark and have their temperature 
taken.  Students will be informed on where their testing session is located.  Students will remain at least three 
feet apart at all times.  There is a very high likelihood that students will be closer to six feet apart.  All students 
and staff will wear masks.   

  
How long will SOLs take? 

We anticipate that the reading (6-8) and science (8) SOLs will take no longer than 1.5 hours for most 
students.  Typically, math SOLs take a little longer.  SOLs are untimed so there is no set time for students to be 
picked up.  For the reading and science SOLs, parents should arrive no earlier than 10:30 to pick their child 
up.  This is the time when students who have finished will be able to leave the testing area and those still testing 
will remain to finish their test.  Your child will notify you via text if they are finished testing.  If your child does 
not have a way to inform you via text, a staff member will notify parents. 

  
What if my child finishes early? 

Please have your child bring a book or something non-electronic and non-distracting to engage in while they 
wait. 

  
Will buses be available? 

Yes, transportation is available and busing information will be provided to families whose children are bus 
eligible.  **Students riding the bus will not be picked up from school until the normal dismissal time of 2:43 
PM.  Those staying at school will be provided lunch (or students can bring their own lunch).  If your child would 
like to walk home and not remain at WMS for the duration of the day, please email WMS’ School Test 
Coordinator, Paul Gardner, paul.gardner@apsva.us giving them permission to walk home instead of waiting for 
the bus.   

  
What if I am not comfortable sending my child to school for an SOL due to COVID-19 concerns? 

You may opt your child out of the SOLs if they are a Distance Learner for COVID-19 related concerns.  Please 
email the following form https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/SOL-Parent-Refusal-letter-Eng-
Fill-PDF.pdf to WMS’ School Test Coordinator, Paul Gardner, paul.gardner@apsva.us, regarding the opt out. 

  
Is there a different assessment my child will take in lieu of SOLs if I opt them out? 

Yes, please see the following link for more information, https://www.apsva.us/instruction/curriculum-
instruction/assessment/virginia-remote-student-progress-test-vrspt/ . The Virginia Remote Student Progress 
Test will only be offered to Distance Learning students who have opted out of coming into the building to 
complete SOLs in person. Additional information will be provided to individuals who have submitted a 
completed opt out form.  
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What happens if my child is enrolled in a course that is for a high school credit (Algebra and Geometry) and I want to 
opt them out? 

If your Distance Learning child does not take the SOL for a high school course for credit, they will not earn the 
verified credit for that course.  Opting your child out of the other SOLs, but not the one needed for verified 
credit is an option.  You may opt your child out of specific SOLs so that your child can earn their verified credit.  

  
What happens if my child misses their SOL? 

We currently do not have additional information at this time in regard to this specific situation.  Distance 
Learning students who miss their SOL and do not opt out will receive a score of 0 on the SOL and WMS’ SOL 
participation rate will be impacted. 

 

General Testing Questions 
 
What time will students take the SOL? 

All tests will be administered at the beginning of each day with the possible exception of make up tests (which 
will be provided for hybrid students). 

 
What if a student takes longer than the scheduled testing time.   

At 9:19 on reading (6-8) and science (8) testing days, hybrid students will be regrouped to another area to 
complete the test.  There are specific procedures that are followed to stop the test, move the student, and then 
restart the test.  All SOLs are untimed.  If a student happens to still be testing at lunch, they will stop testing 
again and must eat lunch while supervised by a staff member to ensure the integrity of the test.  On math 
testing days for hybrid students (June 2nd and 4th), the test is scheduled for two hours as historically math has 
taken a bit longer. 

 
Will students be allowed to eat a snack during an SOL test? 

Unless specified in an IEP or 504 accommodation to a medical condition, students will not be permitted to eat a 
snack during the SOL test.  It is important for students to eat a healthy breakfast on the day of testing.  Grab and 
go breakfasts are provided in the cafeteria on a daily basis.  There is no charge for breakfast. 

 
Will students be able to take a break or use the bathroom while testing? 

Yes, students will be permitted to use the bathroom.  There will be hall monitors ensuring that safety protocols 
are followed and the bathroom is not occupied by more than two students at a time.  

 
Are there different procedures for entering the building on testing days? 

No.  Staff will still be manning the doors and checking for the green health screening checkmark and taking 
student temperatures. 

 
What happens if my child’s iPad has a low battery, is left at home, or is not operating properly? 
                We have backup laptops that will be ready to go on the testing days that students can use.   
 
What if my child is unable to test on the day it is scheduled? 

Please try and re-schedule any appointments that are occurring on the morning of testing days.  If unavoidable, 
we will be offering retakes for hybrid students who are absent as soon as they return to school.  Advanced 
notice will most likely not be provided.  Students should be prepared the day they return to school to take a 
make up test.   

 


