
WILLIAMSBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL
ACADEMIC PLANNING FOR RISING SIXTH GRADERS



Who is Ms. Brenckle?
● Grew up in Arlington

● Former Williamsburg student 

● Published author of two children’s books 

● Been a counselor for 18 years. 

● Worked at Carlin Springs for 10 years prior to WMS

● Son went to WMS and is currently at Yorktown



In our time together we will..
● Talk about transition activities

● Get to know information about Williamsburg

● Review 6th Grade courses and course 

choices

● How to choose courses for next year

● Programs and activities at WMS



TRANSITION ACTIVITIES
● School Counselor visit elementary schools - 

Jan/Feb 2026

● Spring Visits to Middle Schools - April 2026

● Summer tours - dates/times TBD

● PALS Day: Thursday before the first day of school. 
Chance to meet teachers.
○ P - PE uniform
○ A - agenda
○ L - locker
○ S - schedule

● Extended TA the first week of school for transition and getting 
to know each other activities



6th Grade Survival Guide
        Information to keep you in the know



● Team assignments 
○ Teams are assigned randomly and we do not  

accept team requests. 

● Teacher Advisory (TA) Teacher 
Assignments

● Supply lists for 6th grade are available 
online

● Schedules available on PALS Day 

Information You’ll Receive in 
August



● Block Scheduling - A, B, & Anchor days

● Students can enter the building at 7:25am - 
will wait in auditorium until 7:40am bell.

● Lunch is early (11:08am)

● Check-In, PM only

● After school opportunities 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday)

● Late buses available for after school 
clubs/sports

MIDDLE SCHOOL CHANGES



A/B Block 
Schedule

Anchor Day 
Schedule

6th Grade Block Schedule

6th Grade

Period Start End

TA 7:50 AM 8:08 AM

1A/2B 8:11 AM 9:37 AM

3A/4B 9:40 AM 11:06 AM

Lunch 11:08 AM 11:43 AM

Wolf Time 11:45 AM 12:19 PM

5 12:22 PM 1:06 PM

7A/6B 1:09 PM 2:35 PM

6th Grade Bell Schedule

TA 7:50 AM 8:08 AM

Period 1 8:11 AM 8:58 AM

Period 2 9:01 AM 9:48 AM

Period 3 9:51 AM 10:38 AM

Lunch 10:40 AM 11:15 AM

Period 4 11:18 AM 12:05 PM

Period 5 12:08 PM 12:55 PM

Period 6 12:58 PM 1:45 PM

Period 7 1:48 PM 2:35 PM



● Daily 30 minute block for intervention 
in reading, writing, and math. (only A 
& B Days)

● Students choose enrichment 
activities

● Flex teachers available for support in 
a subject/makeup work

WOLF TIME



6th Grade Courses
          Core and Elective



● 6TH Grade students have  5 core  
classes :

○ Grade 6 English or Grade 6 English Intensified
○ Disciplinary Literacy or Disciplinary Literacy, 

Intensified
○ Grade 6 US History or US History Intensified
○ Grade 6 Science or Grade 6 Science Intensified
○ Math (either Math 6, Math 6 Advanced or 

Pre-Algebra for 6th graders) 
*Students will receive their recommended math course from the APS Math 
Office early Summer. This placement is based on several end of year data 
points.

**Students needing additional support in reading based on data from 
5th grade will be placed in a Structured Literacy course

CORE CLASSES



Advanced Academics Information from 
Ms. Katie Willet

Click here to play video!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zErSwoBQxOzwlRUkIcjDFj8VDORbKODC/preview


● Require intensive reading and analytical skill across all subject 
areas.

● Students need to be able to read complex texts and extract 
data independently.

● Students will need to think critically and analytically while 
applying concepts to novel problems.

● Students should have the ability to write and communicate 
complex thoughts with clear communication.

● Students should be building independent background on a 
particular topic due to the personal interest in that subject 
area.

● Intensified classes are not high school credit classes .

Intensified Classes



Middle School Math 
Progression

*Students will receive their recommended math course from the APS Math Office  in 
the summer. This placement is based on several end of year data points.

Standard progression of coursework is denoted by the solid line.

Math Coach: Ms. Palermo, jennifer.palermo@apsva.us



Students who take Algebra I by 8th 
grade will have the opportunity to take 
AP Calculus their senior year.

Math Coach: Ms. Palermo, 
jennifer.palermo@apsva.us

High School Math Progression



Electives and PE

● All students take Health & PE
○ Each Quarter will have 2 weeks in 

Health
○ Students must dress out everyday 

(uniforms can be purchased online in 
Summer)

● Elective choice
○ Music

■ Band (Woodwind or Brass & Percussion), 
Orchestra, or Chorus

○ Exploratory Wheel



Exploratory rotations are 5-6 weeks and  
may include: :

◦ Visual Arts
◦ Theatre Arts
◦ Technical Education
◦ Family and Consumer Science
◦ Keyboarding
◦ Journalism

Exploratory Rotations



Course Options

Students can access this Course Options Worksheet on Canvas.



Submitting CRF Via Google Form

1. Course Request Forms will still be 
available to view and read via PDF in 
the same format (see previous slide)

2. Submission of course choices must be 
done virtually with a Google 
Form.*Please only submit one form, 
changes to choices should be email to 
either Ms. Brenckle or Ms. Russo.

3. Google CRF Form can be found on the 
the Rising 6th Canvas Course students 
will be added to OR you can request the 
Google Form from your students 
elementary school counselor after 
your students have received their visit 
from their rising 6th WMS Counselor

4. Students must be logged in to their APS 
account to submit form.



PROGRAMS AND 
ACTIVITIES



● The school day ends at 2:35pm

● Mon, Tues, and Thurs After School 
Periods (ASP)
○ASP 1: 2:45-3:30
○ASP 2: 3:30-4:00

○Late buses available Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays

AFTER SCHOOL OPTIONS



● ACT II Classes

○ May include Theatre, Art, Technology, and Chorus
○ Sign-up announced at lunch
○ Counted as an extra class/grade

● Clubs 

○ Many clubs to join (a great way to get involved)
○ If you don’t see one you are interested in, you 

can start your own!

More information on the WMS website under the Activities Tab:

     https://williamsburg.apsva.us/

AFTER SCHOOL OPTIONS



Intramurals:
● Do not require a physical

● Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during 
ASP 1 & 2

● Drop in, no tryouts

Interscholastic:
● Students MUST have a  

current physical on file  
with the Activities 
Coordinator
(dated after May 1st)

● Student must have APS 
Athletics Agreement form 
filled out

● Most sports require tryouts
**Forms can be found on the 

WMS website

SPORTS AT WILLIAMSBURG



WMS SPECIAL EDUCATION 
SERVICES
Questions? 

Feel free to contact 

Madison Wilson

Student Support Coordinator 

703-228-5450

madison.wilson@apsva.us



Continuum of Services

Co-taught Integrated Classroom: Taught by a General 
Education and Special Education teacher or Assistant

Special Education Classroom: Taught by a Special Education 
Teacher

Countywide Programs: Taught by a Special Education Teacher 
- students who require a therapeutic environment designed to foster 
increased self-regulation, improved self-concept, positive relationship 
skills, and academic success 

 Interlude 
 MIPA Taught by a Special Education Teacher

The IEP team determines where in the continuum a 
student will receive instruction.





Program of Studies

The WMS Middle School Program Of 
Studies (POS) can be found on the WMS 

and APS website
(hyperlink is below):

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES 2026-2027

Course Request Google Forms (CRFs) are due to be 
submitted 

NO LATER  than February 20, 2026

https://catalog.apsva.us/middle-school-program-of-studies


Final Thoughts
● Your child may feel anxiety at some 

point during middle school.

● 6th graders often struggle with 
executive functioning skills and may 

need support with organization.

● There will be good days and bad days.

Home - School communication is key!



Help your middle schooler’s superpowers grow! Join us:

Rescheduled:

to Feb 9th!



QUESTIONS?
Looking forward to seeing you next year!



Exit Ticket


