
The Impact of Summer Tours on Students and Families (2019) 
School Name: Williamsburg Middle School 
School Counselors: Johanna Boyers, Gretchen Brenckle, Elise Kenney, Ashley Pugliese 
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From July 29 – August 16, Williamsburg Middle School (WMS) School Counselors 
offered rising 6th grade families to tour Williamsburg and opportunities to learn more 
about the school.  242 Families registered through a Google Form and selected a 
preferred date and time to tour.   
 
Non-registering families participated in the tour by arriving at one of the scheduled 
times. 
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A post-tour survey was sent out to all of the families who registered following the 
conclusion of tours on August 16th.  A total of 42 families responded by completing a 6-
question survey administered through Google Forms. 
 
5 questions were presented as a 5-point Likert scale and questions 4 and 5 were reverse-
scored.  Question 6 was an open-ended response and not required for completion. 
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Process Data: 242 families registered to tour WMS and 42 families completed the post-
tour survey. 
 
Perception Data: The largest response total was 33 parents/guardians reporting they 
“Very much” enjoyed their tour.  This correlated with parents/guardians “Very much” 
recommending next year’s rising 6th grade families to participate in the tour of WMS. 
 
Outcome Data: As a result of the tour, families reported a decrease in student and 
parent/guardian anxiety.  76.2% of parents/guardians and 69.1% of students reported 
feeling less anxious following the tour. 
 
Chart/Graph: 
 

 
 

 
 

How Did You Feel Following The WMS Tour 
(Parent/Guardian)?

Not at all Anxious Less Anxious Neutral Anxious Very Anxious

How Did Your Student Feel Following The WMS 
Tour?

Not at all Anxious Less Anxious Neutral Anxious Very Anxious
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Reflections: 
• Touring WMS in the summer received positive feedback as families enjoyed the 

tour and it reduced anxiety for the majority of participants in transitioning to 
middle school. 

• Many parents/guardians reported problems with the registration process as a 
confirmation email was not sent; impacting the number of families participating 
in the tour. 

• Parents/Guardians recommended the tours become more student driven with 
older students leading the tours.  Additionally, there is a desire to learn more 
about WMS and upper grades than strictly focusing on 6th grade. 

• Overall the summer tours provided an opportunity for students and families to 
learn more about WMS and lowered anxiety about transitioning to a new school.  
In the future, Student Services will work to create a better system for scheduling 
tours and look to involve students in upper grades to provide insight into 
transitioning to middle school. 

 


