
Williamsburg Capacity FAQ’s 
 

1. Is there enough room in the cafeteria?  If not, how will we accommodate overflow? 

Barely, however, some students use the library and eat lunch in other areas of the building to work 
with teachers. We can also move the Check-In storage area to another location in the building to 
increase eating space. In addition we are discussing using relocatables or classrooms for additional 
eating areas. 

 

2. With two serving lines, how will we accommodate getting all students through during 35 
minute lunch? 

Lunch during the 15-16 school year is 35 minutes. 
Past practice shows that with a class of 380, we were able to serve all students who buy 
lunch in less than 15 minutes.  

 
3. Can we accommodate all students in the auditorium? 
No, our auditorium has not in the past decade been able to accommodate housing our entire 
student body.  Our practice has been to split assemblies by grade.  The capacity in the 
auditorium is about 580. 

 
4. How will moving the 7th or 8th grade to the relocatables impact instruction? 
The relocatables present no challenges to the delivery of instruction. The top priorities will 
continue to be the quality of instruction and student support services as the Williamsburg 
population continues to grow, and that the interim measures taken effectively support and 
positively complement the high-quality of instruction that all APS middle schools provide. 
The relocatables will promote greater proximity of teams which could allow for more 
interdisciplinary project opportunities.   

 
5. How do we ensure students’ respiratory safety while they are in the relocatables?  
APS maintains very high standards for relocatable classrooms. As with any classroom in 
any school, possible health hazards (such as air quality) are monitored closely and any 
issues are dealt with immediately. New relocatable classrooms are designed to meet the 
latest construction code requirements for air changes per hour. 

 
6. What are the security measures in place for large numbers of students moving 

back and forth between the building and the relocatables? 
Currently, teachers in the Wimbledon Wing can lock the outer door once students have 
arrived for class.  Future security measures will depend on the configuration of the 
relocatables.  State and county building codes apply to relocatable classrooms in the same 
manner as they do with traditional, permanent construction, and accordingly all phases of 
design and construction of relocatable classrooms are subject to the review and approval of 
a certified Commonwealth of Virginia engineer as well as Arlington County Zoning and 
Inspection Services divisions. APS continuously works with County inspection teams to 
ensure compliance for all our locations in terms of access and security protocols.  All 
relocatable classrooms are connected directly to the APS 24/7 security monitoring service 
and linked with the school’s main PA system.  Relocatable classrooms are considered as 
separate buildings for the purposes of fire egress and related regulations, and their 
foundation systems are rated as required by code for 90 mph winds. 

 
7. Can we stack the relocatables?   
Relocatable classrooms are designed to be temporary and, as the name suggests, truly 
“relocatable” classrooms that can be moved needs around the County to accommodate 



enrollment. “Modular” classrooms may be multi story but they require elevators and stairs to 
meet ADA requirements. The cost of modular classrooms approaches the cost of new 
permanent construction and is therefore much higher than the cost of relocatable 
classrooms. 

 
8. Will administrative support be located within the relocatables? 
This is under consideration and will be determined during this process. 

 
9. Will each of the teams' teachers be located near one another? 
Yes, in fact, the configuration of the relocatables could promote greater proximity of teams 
which could allow for more interdisciplinary project opportunities.  

 
10. How will the location and configuration of the relocatables impact traffic flow and 

parking? 
There are a number of possible configurations under consideration.  Given that the lower 
bus loop is a shared resource with Discovery Elementary School, placing relocatables on 
the lower parking lot relocatables is not a preferred choice.  Other possible locations do not 
impact traffic flow.  

 
11. How will we accommodate weather impact?  Will it be possible to provide 

coverage for student ingress/egress?   
Currently students move between the building and the relocatables without school supplied 
coverage.  We notify teachers in the building and relocatables on days with inclement 
weather that students may be a few minutes late to class so they can retrieve umbrellas and 
coats from their lockers. 

 
12. What will be the impact of the relocatables on available green space such as the 

baseball field? 
The current proposal includes the use of some existing green space, however, the baseball 
field will still be useable. 

 
13. Will lockers be available in the relocatables? 
Yes, lockers can be provided in the relocatables if there are insufficient lockers in the 
building. 

 
14. How will future growth of the student body impact electives? 
Facilities staff will work with the committee and school staff to determine which electives can 
be put in the relocatables. We cannot provide natural gas to the relocatables; certain 
science classes are not appropriate for relocatables. 

 
15. What is the cost per seat for new construction vs. relocatables?  
Although we don’t have a cost per seat comparison of new construction vs. relocatables, it is 
important to note that the relocatables are meant to serve as a short term solution to 
capacity concerns until more permanent construction is completed 

 
16. Which classes will 7th or 8th graders take in the building?   
Electives, Health/PE and possibly Science. 

 

 

 



17. Will my child be in the building for at least one class? 
Yes 

 
18. What about the aesthetics of the relocatables? (courtyard, awnings, cohesive 

paint) 
Yes, we can discuss the aesthetics of the relocatables. 

 
19. How long will relocatables stay at Williamsburg? 
The relocatables can stay at Williamsburg as long as they are needed due to enrollment. 
The FY2016-25 AFSAP (Arlington Facilities and Student Accommodation Plan) states a new 
middle school will open in 2019 to alleviate crowding at the middle school level. 

 
20. What is the breaking point of capacity for the school building?  How many 

students can it house? 
Capacity calculations is not a fixed number. The capacity of a building depends on how the 
spaces are being used and class sizes. The current capacity of Williamsburg Middle School 
is 948. 

 
21. Are we looking to create more space in the school (like at W-L)? 
There are plans to look at possible internal modifications to create more space. 
 
22. Who made the decision to go with relocatables vs. Madison?  What's the process? 
Since the June community forums, staff has continued to evaluate the various options under 
consideration in light of the comments received as well as other information that has 
become available with respect to certain of the options. Notably, two of the potential off-site 
locations that had been discussed at the forums (specifically Reed and Madison), are 
currently being considered for other uses that may be better suited to the constraints and 
challenges associated with each site. In particular, the Reed Building is being considered as 
a PreK/K center to relieve projected crowding at North Arlington elementary schools (a use 
for which Reed is both physically and geographically well-suited). Available space at the 
Madison Community Center is being considered to temporarily house the special needs of 
the Stratford Program while the new middle school at the Stratford site is under construction. 
In light of these developments, coupled with all of the considerations and the feedback 
outlined above, APS Instruction and Facilities staff has determined that on-site relocatable 
classrooms be utilized as the most effective, flexible, and least disruptive approach to 
addressing interim capacity needs at Williamsburg Middle School through 2019.  
Specifically, the use of additional on-site relocatable classrooms provides a sound and 
comprehensive approach that is rooted in enhancing the instructional program and 
opportunities serving the needs of the whole child for all APS middle school students. The 
approach reflects the unique attributes of the APS middle school model, which does not 
easily lend itself to the implementation of the 6/7 scheduling model as a method to increase 
capacity. By allowing all students to remain at their home school, extracurricular and elective 
opportunities will be maintained, and student and family relationships with faculty and staff 
can be consistent across the school population. Issues raised about the safety and security 
of relocatable classrooms are a priority to APS, and all relocatable classrooms are and will 
continue to be closely monitored to ensure that conditions are safe, comfortable, and secure 
for all APS students and staff. Finally, while cost is not the leading consideration in issues 
regarding instruction and the educational experience of our students, it remains an important 
factor given the realities of the budget constraints under which we operate. Use of 



relocatable classrooms provides a flexible, responsive, and cost-effective approach to 
managing our growing capacity needs. 

 
23. Will boundary changes occur and when? 
Yes, boundary changes will occur. The boundary process is scheduled in the AFSAP for 
2017-18 school year and must be approved by the School Board. 

 


